Beginning and Advanced Painting                          Spring 2013
Mr. McCormick                         
Room 35

andrew.mccormick@cfschools.org                                   

andrewmccormickteaching.weebly.com    

319-553-2680 (Holmes Jr High, personal voicemail)

319-553-2514 (High school art department, not my voicemail)

Objective:

Students will learn a number of important techniques, terminology, historical styles, and procedures related to the fine art of painting.  We will focus on working with watercolor and acrylic paint to create meaningful paintings (your own ideas and subject matter) that you actually like (if you don’t… fix it!) We will discuss meaning and artistic intentions through class critiques. 

Class expectations:

· Be in class on time. 

· Be courteous and respectful to everyone.

· Come to class prepared and ready to work/learn.

· Work hard and be creative… no one aspires to make lame work!  “Less talk, more rock!”

· Be responsible and clean up after yourself.  

· Be invested in your artwork and if ever you aren’t… fix it!  
Behavioral reminder:

· Tardies and absences take a toll on your learning, so don’t let that happen!

· Smack talk and ignorance.

· Plagiarism (rarely a problem in art… but you’d be surprised) will be dealt with swiftly and in accordance with student handbook.

Appropriate subject matter:

I will vet student work depicting or alluding to inappropriate subject matter.  I do have the final say over questionable material. 
Sketchbook/ Free drawing:

While working you may occasionally finish before other students.  You should work independently on sketchbook work, or free drawings, these can help generate ideas for paintings.  I strongly recommend having and using a sketchbook, but I won’t grade its contents so I’m not requiring you to have one.    
Grading:  

All projects will be graded on a rubric that will be aligned with the Cedar Falls Community Schools’ “7-12 Common Assessment in Art.”  Rubrics will be handed out at the early stages of students’ working on the assignment.  All scores will be finalized using Cedar Falls’ common secondary grading scale. 

Your semester grade will be evaluated by looking at the overall points on your 5-6 painting projects.  

Late work:

All homework is expected on the stated due date.  But I am more interested in grading what you have learned and done, not simply your availability to hit deadlines.  So… turn your work in when it’s due.  If you ever have an issue with this, you need to meet with me.  There will be consequences on your grade for a continued and meritless inability to meet deadlines.  

Teaching beliefs:

· Take an active role in your learning.

· Have pride in your work and always strive to do your best!

· “Good enough; is not good enough!”

· Weird is good.  

· Without high expectations, there is little success. “Without a goal, you can't score.”
· You are now young adults, exhibit it at all times.

· No excuses, no whining.

· Be creative and have fun!!

Misc:

· We will critique a new and different project roughly every three weeks.  No stragglers!  

· Some technological things down the road.  Voicethread and Edmodo- look for it.  

· I will provide you with the basics- look for ways to challenge yourself.  

